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~ The nurse beckoﬁs from outside the procedure room. She is standing by a counter. On it is a glass disk_ 1t
contains a small pinkish liquid swirl. She pulls down her surgical mask, and with a latex-gloved fingzs
pokes at a tiny, feathery mass. "That's what we are looking for,” she says. "That little bit of fluff."

‘It can be done using local anesthetic in less than 10 minutes. It is safe, requires little recovery time and
‘almost no medication.

Statistics Canada says 100,039 Canadian women had an abortion in 2004, the last year for which statistics
~ are available. Another 337,072 did not have an abortion.

According to the Guttmacher Institute and the World Health Organization, about 40% of pregnancies in
development countries -- including Canada -- are unintended. Both organizations say 28% of all unintended |
pregnancies in developed countries end in abortion. :

What follows here is not a debate about whether it is right or wrong. Not a discourse on whether the nurse at
Torontc's Morgentaler clinic was pointing at the byproduct of social evil or choice.

Twenty years ago next month, on Jan. 28, 1988, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled in favour of a case
brought years earlier by Dr. Henry Morgentaler.

COMMITTEE DECISE N

His lawyels argued a situation in place since 1969, where a woman seeking an abortier had to find and
convince a three-member therapeutic abortion committee it was medically necessary to protact her health,
vrolated the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

From then on, it would be a woman's choice to terminate or continue her pregnancy. There are no limits on
when. Abortion is treated like any other medical service. Except it is most definitely not. We don't talk
about abortion in Canada because for the most part, we don't want to.

One 27-year-old Ottawa woman, who has had two abortions, tries to explain why. She's comfortable with
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her decisions but knows others, including a close friend, would not be.

"People are judgmental and they look at you differently. For sure. Even if they agree with it," she said, "she
(her friend) looks at me as a lesser person because I'did that. fnd so would other people.” -

] S T . LI )
The country's right-to-life movement has worked tirelessly to keep its cause alive since 1988.

"People are coming up who have lived with the Morgentaler decision a long time," says Mary.Elien -
Douglas, national organizer of Campaign Life Coalition. "They don't come to the issue with the same -

feehng we did. I think our-attitude was 'let's stop the hornble killing.' I think the feeling was we'd be able to -

*“do this in five years and go back to our families."

Past sertous challenges to the Supreme Court ruling failed and there aren't any on the horizon in Canada,
certainly nothing like what is happening in the United States, next month also marking an anniversary, the
35th, of 1973's abortion-legalizing decision, Roe v. Wade. But there is a movement afoot here to implement
certain gestational limits. :

"I personally don't think we should have a prohibition on early abortion, because I think if you can't enforce
§t, then overall it does more hayn than good," said Margaret Somerville, foundlng director of the Centre for
Medicine, Ethics and Law at McGill Unwer51ty

"But Canada is unique in the Western world for having no prohibition on abortion at all. You can have an =
abortion the day before you give birth in Canada and that is perfectly legal."

Morgentaler, now 84, says the fight is far from over.

"I think the:way people think, it's other people's problem, and as long as it doesn't affect them personally,
there's not much action on that,” he said. "Also, Canadians mostly believe the issue has been solved."

Morgentaler warns while abortion may be legal in Canada, a variety of factors are at work to limit access.
Those problems were reflected in a major survey of abortion access réleased this year by Canadians For
Choice (CFC), an Ottawa-based group created after the Canadian Abortion Rights Action League (CARAL)
dissolved in 2004.

Building on a 2003 CARAL study, CFC research co-ordinator Jessica Shaw contacted 791 hospitals, posing
as an out-of-province 22-year-old, 10 weeks pregnant, without a family doctor or any nearby family and
friends, seeking an abortion.

Among her findings:

- Abortion services are available in one of every six Canadian hospitals; a percentage that has dropped to
15.9% from 17.8% in 2003.

- In three out of four calls, hospital staff did. not know if their facility. offered. abortions.

- The average waiting time for an abortion is two weeks, but can be four and as much as six. Until new
~ funding came through, that was the length of the wait in Ottawa, proving access problems are not limited to
small towns.

- Limits on when abortions can be performed vary widely among hospital and facilities -- from 10 weeks to
22 weeks.

- Travel time and expenses are an issue. Shaw also encountered hospital staffers who tried to mislead or
ridicule her.
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"One hurse in Central Canada, said 'well, if you are thinking about having an abortion, you might want to
first consider checking yourself into the inpatient psychiatric ward at the mental hospltal "-recalls Shaw,
"'because obviously you are not in a good frame of mind." T

CFC executive director Patricia LaRue says after 20 years, the study shows women are still having to fight
to have an abortion. :

"We think if we ever need it, 1t's going to. be there," she sald "but we don't need to take a position on it until
we ever need it." :

The way Canada's health care system is structured can explain some of the obstacles to access. Health care -
is a provincial responsibility and subject to political will. In the months after the Supreme Courtdecision,
many provinces moved to restrict abortion funding.

. In New Brunswick, Morgentaler is suing the province over its policies, which funds hospital abortions only
under restrictions he says violate the Canada Health Act. And not all provinces include abortion in their
reciprocal billing agreements. ‘

"There's véry: clearly a two-tier system at work," said Christabelle Sethna, an associate professor at the
University of Otiawa Institutc of Womern's Studies.

"Women are sort of —ping—pong balls between provinces and different health care levels and facilities:™:

Sethna is-studysmg the explosion of privately operated abortion clinics in Canada since the Morgentaler -
decision: 45% of.abortions are now done in clinics, compared to 7% in 1988. And while it is considered!:
both "appalling®=nd "urgent” whenever news surfaces of Canadians who have to travel or pay for CAT
scans or MRIs, said Sethna, "none of the discussion that is taking place about wait times and access to
medical procedures like cancer treatments or hip replacements is going on about abortion."

In the August edition of the Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology of Canada, Sethna reported on how
access issues affect low-income women. In a survey done at the Toronto Morgentaler Clinic, she found
women with incomes of less than $30,000 were more likely than wealthier women to have travelled
between 200 to 1,000 km to have their abortion.

Vicki Saporta, executive dII‘CCtOI‘ of the National Abortion Federation, agreed the access issue may not be a
problem for women: with money -and means to travel.

"But it 1s a problem for many low-income women or immigrants or students who may not have access to
the services they need,"” she says.

Joyce Arthur, co-ordinator of the Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (ARCC), says because abortion is an
unpopular topic, federal governments tend to have a "hands-off approach."

"And if no one is doing anything to improve access," she says, "it's probably going to decrease.”
OTHER FACTCRS

There are otherfactors at work. Medicai’ schools in Canada provide little instruction on abortion. More than
half of Canada's abortion: providers are near retirement age. The doctor shortage, size of the-country and
anti-abortion doctors who may conscientiously object to providing the service or infcrmation about it are
also factors.

Pro-abortion and anti-abortion groups agree it still needs to be an issue.
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On one side, LifeCanada president Joanne Byfield says the goal is to get people outraged.

"You don't decide who is a human being by listening to a judge or a government," she said. "These are
inalienable human rights."

On the other hand, the Morgentaler decision rhay have'protecﬁted the right to choose an abortion, but it didn't
ensure abortion services will be available, says Joanna Erdman, EidJl]HCt professor at the Umversny of -
- .Toronto s International Reproductive and Sexual Health Law Programme.

FETUS GROWTH
Developments at [5 weeks

The fetus now measures about 4 in. long and weighs about2 ounces {about the size of an apple). The
primitiveair sacs in the lungs begin to develop and taste budsare forming. The legs are growing longer than
thearms and can move all joints and limbs.Eyelids are still fused shut, but can senselight. if you shine a
tlashlight &t iheturnmy, for instance, it'll likely move away from the beam.

~INaostration:

3 photos )

1. photo by TonY Caldwell, Sun Media

Patricia LaRge, the executive director of Canadians for Choice, and Jessica Shaw, the staffer who did 2.

study on thesproblems with access to abortlon The posters on their hands clearly show how they feel about
~ the subjectgpehich remains hotly debated

2 photo :

3. graphic
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- Abortion aczess;on Canada's east and west coasts varies as much as the distance between them.

- B.C. has one ofithe highest abortion rates in the country. Some 29% of hospitals perform abortions,
augmented by private clinics. The province adopted an Access to Abortion Services Act, which criminalizes
anti-abortion behaviour. New Brunswick on the other hand, short of Prince Edward Island where no
abortions are performed, has the lowest rate.

Successive provincial governments have not changed a provincial policy which only funds hospital
abortions.

A New Brunswick woman needs to be in her first trimester, secure the approval of two different physicians
-- an obstetrician-gynecologist and a family doctor -- and have the procedure performed by a different
obstetrician-gynecologist.

Each year in New Brunswick, some 700 women refer themselves to Morgentaler's clinic in Fredericton,
where they pay between $550 and $750 for an abortion.

" Dr. Henry Morgentaler is suing the province to have abortions at his Fredericton clinic covered in-a case
‘ 1 Y oreentan P . | e :
launched in 2002, The case-was set to go to trial last spring; but is' now stalied as a justice decides on a
_provincial movg 1o prevent Morgentaler from having standing in the case.

Health Minister Michael Murphy is waiting for the justice to rule, said a spokesperson. Former federal
“health minister and Liberal MP Ujjal Dosanjh (Vancouver-South) launched federal provincial mediation on
the issue, but the proxcess ended when the Liberals lost the election.

There are transfers that go to the provinces as a result of federal spending power and the Canada Health Act,
he said, and the provinces are supposed to use them to provide medically necessary services to their
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citizens.

There are recent leoal precedents to the New Brunswick clinic funding issue: In August 2006, a provincial ;
~ Superior Court ordered the Quebec government to reimburse 45,000 women who paid for part of the fees for
abortions at private chmcs between 1999 and 2006. In a case resolved last year, two Jane Does sued
Manitoba on the issue of clinic funding. The government opted to insure clinics while the case was- st111
pending, and a court later ruled it was their obligation to do so. ‘ :

- Ilustration: '
photo of DR. HENRY MORGENTALER
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Patricia Stuart couldn't Dbelieve it, when her sister, a former clinic ‘manager, took her inside the Fredericton,
‘N.B. Morgentaler Clinie. :

"'I almost crled when I went in there and just saw how comfortmo it was, how cozy, how comfortab]e the
way the staff treated all the women," she said.

"And then I thought, 'oh damn, why didn't they have this 40 years ago?”'

The 65-year-old mother of three and grandmother of one, a just-retired secretary who lives in Nanaimo,
B.C., pauses for a second or two. :

"I'm just glad it's there now."

Before 1988, when Dr. Henry Morgentaler took his abortion rights battle all the way to the Supreme Court
and won, before 1969, when women had to convince a therapeutic abortion committee of at least three |
doctors the abortions they sought were medically necessary, there were hotel rooms and kitchen tables.
There was sneaking around and fear.

Stuart is telling her story publicly now, because she thinks it's important for people to know what it used to
be like for a young girl without many options.

It was the early 1960s and Stuart was living in Toronto, engaged to.an older man. She was just 19, and
- pretty naive. The couple's birth control consisted of a soda pop douche and she got pregnant. Her boyfnend
~didn't really want a baby and Stuart knew she wasn't ready. -

.50 he found someone, an abortionist. One night he drove her to a hotel where the "abortionist" was waiting. -

"T was kind of scared,” Stuart recalls, "but, you know, a trusting person.”

The man told her to take a warm bath, and she did. He told her that to property perform the procedure, for
the proper lubrication to occur, they would need to have sex first. Stuart knew it wasn't right but she was
scared.
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"I didn't know what would happen if | tried to run away," she said. "Well, I was naked and the door was
probably locked " e

' 'After the abomomst pulled out a turkey baster type implement and put it inside Stuart She could tell he
wasn't a doetor and what he was domg wasn't doing anythmo :

She didn't tell her fiance the whole story. But she was definitely still pregnant. He knew of a doctor at one
- of Toronto's hosp1tals who was still interning. This doctor was known to help out- women like her

‘His w1fe was a nurse and the procedure was performed on the couple's kitchen table.

"I still think of this young doctor, and really quite admire him," Stuart said. "He stole sterilized sheets and a -

speculum, and whatever we needed."

The doctor gave her an 1njectlon 1nto her spine to relax the lower half of her body She was nervous, and she
could teil he was t0o. ‘

"He said, 'you know you really can't say anything about this," she recalis.

It was early in the pregnancy, and the doctor was having trouble dilating Stuart's cervix, and soon told her
he couldn't finish. He said he'd done enough that she would abort, perhaps that night, or the next day.

‘He gave her the name of his hos'pitallwith these words: "Tell them nothing. Tell them you did it yourself, or -

whatever you have to say."

Stuart could barely walk, she had cramps and she was bleeding. Her sister and a friend took her to the
- hospital. She told the staff she'd tried to give herself an abortion but they knew right away.

The doctor found the needleprick at the base of her spine.

"He grilled me for awhile and I just kept lying through my teeth,” says Stuart. "At the time T was more
worried about this young doctor, who put his whole career on the line."

The next afternoon Stuart expelled her very tiny fetus. She scooped it out of the toilet and showed it to the
nurse on duty.

"I think I aborted,™ Stuart told her. "} started to cry. She said 'yes you've aborted. Isn't that what you
wanted 7"

Stuart was angry for a long time after her illegal abortion experience. Over the years, she has let it go.

"Now [ ook at that and I say 'that's what I was then, I didn't have all the information I should have had, and
I'm a lot wiser now," she said. "No regrets. I'm just glad I survived it and could go on to have children.™
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- 57% of current doctors performing abortlons are age 50 or older.
- There are about a third fewcr abortion prov1ders now than 25 years ago.
- Only 5% of abortions are done in hospitals where doctors are training.

- A 2005 McGill University Study showed 40% of medlcal schools don't teach any aspect of abortion
procedure in pre-clinical years. :

~The same study-found -more class time is dedicated to teaching about Viagra than abortion law, policy
procedures, and pregnancy options. ' :

Ilustration:
photo by A.D. Wilson, Sun Media
Dr. Jean Guimond of Montreal performs abortions at the women's health centre in Gatineau.
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Dr. Jean Guimond doesn't hesitate when asked how he reconciles a 30-year career with a version of the
Hippocratic Qath.

The one that some anti-abortion doctors point to. The one with the phrase: "I will not give a woman an
abortive remedy." Guimond flashes his middle finger.

"I'm sorry the photographer is gone," he said.

He's laughing, but grows serious as he explains his opinion. "The fetus is not a patient," said Guimond.
"The patient I am helping is the woman who is pregnant.”

The Montreal obstetrician-gynecologist estimated he performs 2,500 abortions a year, alternating between
hospitals and clinics around Quebec.

Guimond started working at a Chicoutimi hospital in 1975. There, he was confronted with women who were
pregnant and did not want to be. He started to spend hours on the phone, making arrangements for them to
travel to Monireal. Soon he moved to a public community health centre, where a few staffers performed
abortions, covering themselves by calling it a "menstrual extraction."

By 1984, while performing abortions at another clinic, he began receiving threatening letters and asked for
- police protection and began to wear a bulletproof vest to work.

Guimond has performed abortions in the most unlikely places, including basements and near heating
systems. He was part of the province's first "committee du vigilance," renegades who in those early days
called themselves The Red Angels.
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At 59, he has no plans to retire, though in a couple of years he may scale back to four days a week. Like
most providers, he splits his time between a number of clinics. S

"For me, it's the best medicine practice,” said Guimond. "I'm really sure that I'm helping people."

Guimond is a rare Breed, willing to boldly put his face and name to a procedure still steeped in stigma and
moral controversy. Certainly most family doctors and obstetrician-gynecologists don't perform abortions. A
- whole other group -- Physicians for Life -- who don't believe they should be done at all. -

The doctors who bélbng struggle with whether to c‘dimseli or refer a patient for an -abortion. A'ha'n_dful,
including the organization's president, Vancouver family physician Dr. Will Johnston, refuse altogether.

When a woman comes to him with an unintended pregnancy, Johnston says he helps her in other ways.

"For the pro-life physician, the woman with a pregnancy, where she is in deep doubt about whether she
wants to carry it forward," said Johnston, "is really an example of someone who needs careful listening, a
lot of information, and where there's another patient's life who is hanging by a thread.” :

The simmering issue of conscientious objection blew up last year when the Canadian Medical Association
Journal (CMAJ) published an-editorial by a pair of Canadian law professors calling on physicians to ensure
abortion access. -

| The issue forced the CMA to clarify its position: No doctor should perform a procedure they are morally
opposed tozBut some doctors, said Blackmer, appear to be mterpretmg the lengthy policy as if the} don't
have to provide a patient with any other information.

- The moral argument seems to have invaded medical schools as well, which generally aren't doing much to
prepare a new crop of abortion providers to take over when the likes of Dr. Guimond retire. Studies by the
North American organization Medical Students for Choice show medical schools in Canada spend an
average of less than one hour teaching about abortion during four years of medical school.

Pierze Turner, a 30-year-old third-year resident at the University of Toronto, was frustrated when she was
randomly placed at a Catholic Hospital for her first two years. She wants to become an abortion provider,
and the hospital's policies about reproductive health were completely incongruent with her own views.

"I was very open about my intentions, just because I wanted to address the shortfalls in the system,” she
said.

University of Ottawa law professor Sanda Rodgers, who co-wrote the CMAJ piece with Jocelyn Downie,
director of Dalhousie: Umversny s Health Law Institute, says the current situation is "a failure of our medical -
schools." -

"All students should be recexvmg training unless they have specific conscientious Ob_]CCtIOI}S she said. "In
other words, you havesto opt out, and that's not happening.”

STATISTICS

Some statistics from the North American organization Medical Students For Choice:
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He doesn't remember anything about that particular abortion. He certainly hadn't planned for it to be his last.

In June of 2006, Dr. Henry Morgentaler suddenly fell ill and needed emergency heart bypass surgery.
Though he has recovered and works part-time giving interviews and overseeing the operation of his six
private clinics fanned out from Edmonton to Fredericton, the continent's most hotorious abortion doctor no
longer performs the procedure which has defined him to a nation.

He gets a little more time these days, to slip in a trip to the movies and theatre, a game of chess or ping
pong.

"I was a master at ping pong," he says, smiling.
pmg pong Y g

It's been almost 20 years since the Supreme Court of Canada ruled in his favour, giving women in this
country the legal right to choose. It's also been 40 years since Morgentaler performed his first secret
abortion, on the daughter of a friend.

Now 84, Morgentaier-estimates he personally performed about 100,000 of the procedures during a 35-year
career. He says he's also taught his methods to at least 100 doctors, and he smiles a little, recounting the
fi gure

"Over the years, we created a cadre of doctors who are spec1ahzed in abortion procedures,"” he says, "and
they are practicing across the country."

Much of what Morgentaler fought for was done in the middle of controversy: legal fights for over access -
like the one he is waging in New Brunswick - a 10-month jail stint, countless threats of violence, at times-
near-constant police escorts, ongoing clashes with protestors and the 1992 firebombing of his previous
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Toronto clinic.
"Every mother a willing mother," goes the Morgentaler motto, "every child a wanted child."

In an interview conducted at h1s spac10us office inside the Toronto clinic, he says he is proud of what he
has done.

"In particular because I was able to do that in spite of so much opposition, in spite of the fact T was risking
enormous things," he said. "I have a tremendous sense of accomplishment that I was able-to help women get
over the dilemma of an unwanted pregnancy and have abortions which protected their lives, their health
and their future fcrtlhty " :

These days he is particularly pleased with "Henry: The Movie," a documentary about his life WhICh
premiered at a Toronto gala in September.

Morgentaler has four grown children, the oldest who works as a doctor in Chile. Another son is in law
school, a son and daughter in the midst of their undergraduate studies. Like any proud papa, Morgentaler
shows off their photos and lists their accomplishments. :

The Poland-born Jewish doctor has said before his dedication to women may have had to do with losing his
mother at Auschwitz during the Second World war. She, along with Morgentaler and his brother, were
rounded up and sent there in 1944. An older sister died in another camp.

But now he just.says he was in a position to help. Along the way, only two things scared him: that a woman
might die in his care, and that he might go to jail, not for performing abortions, but for doing so
incompetently.

- It was a hard decision, he said, made easier along the way by his conviction helping women was his duty; as
a medical doctor, and as a humanist. : :

"I rose to the challenge," he said.

Hlustration:

2 photos

1. file photo

It's been almost 20 years since Canadian women gained the right o choose an abortion. Dr. Henry
Morgentaler, above, says he was in a position to help women.
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She is tiny, with a ru__nner‘s'bddy_ and 25. Her boyfriend waits outside. Their eyes are the same-colour.
‘Her thin thighs. are propped up in stirrups, and shaking.

. She's nervous about whether there will be pain. Later, she says "I was also cold.”

- In her last year of university, for her, now, an abortion is the only option.

"I still live with my dad,” she explained earlier, in her counselling session. "I make $300 to $400 a month. I
could by no means support a child.”

She found out she was pregnant on Wednesday and as this is Toronto and not northern Alberta or Ontario or
even Ottawa, she is having an abortion the following Monday. She has been nervous and unable to
function. She hasn't even been to class. "I couldn't imagine waiting," she said. "Tt's been bothering me a lot."

In the procedure room, a nurse rests a gloved hand on her shoulder. Another asks her where she would love
to work when she finishes school. :

The doctor explains the procedure will take just three minutes.
"Just remember," she says, "you have instruments inside you, so it's important not to move."

The doctor begins by inserting a series of ever-widening rods to dilate her cervix. Then she inserts a hollow
tube, attached to an aspirator. Soon red fluid flows through the tube, as the doctor's arm moves back and
forth.

There are several loud suction sounds.

"There we go," says the doctor. "Everything went just fine."
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With pre-and-post abortion counselling and a short recovery time, she will be in and out of the clinic in just
two hours. They do 36 abortions a day here at the Toronto Morgentaler Clinic Monday to Saturday, taking -
extra appointments on Monday nights.

"They come here from all over," a nurse explains, outside the procedure room. "Mexico.., Sudbury,
Timmins."

Mostly they don't want to wait, she explains. "Or it's not available," says the doctor. "Or they don't want to
be in that small town," another nurse chimes in. "Or they work in the hospital.”

Sipping gingerale shortly after in the recovery area, acoss from a quiet, South Asian woman wearing a
wedding ring, she's relieved. The abortion felt like menstrual cramps.

Several weeks later when contacted, she seems to have taken the procedure in stride - but not lightly. She
recovered physically. '

Emotionally she's well, too.

"I bad had known since I was sexuaily active that that could happen,” she explains. "It had been something i
thought about and I just knew thai was the best decision."
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Debate going unnoticed
Politicians reflect Canadlans apparent unwﬂlmgne*%s 10 re- open
discussion
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- Correction: Due to an editing error in an article published in the Dec. 18 issue .« titled Debate going
Unnoticed, Liberal members of the cross-party Parliamentary Pro-Life Caucus were reterred o incorrectly.
Those members are anti-abortion.’ regrets the error. ( -, December 19, 2007)
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The images are huge, pasted to the side of a large truck which hits Calvary streets several times a week, its
sole mission to shock the public into action.

They show bloody, aborted human fetuses. A blur of red at first, but upon drawing closer, one can make out
tiny fingers and toes. The truck first appeared in August, part of a campaign launched late this summer by a
five-year-old pro-life organization calied the Canadian Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform. The group, an
offshoot of a similar organization in the U.S., is also responsible for something called the Genocide
Awareness Pm]ect The traveling exhibit also uses stark pictures to cornpa1e abomon to atrocities like the
Holocaust.

"We want to make abortion unthinkable," says director Stephanie Gray.
Ciray says the images are of real aborted fetuses, though she won't say where the centre got them or how.
‘they capture first trimester abortions, she says, because:thatis when the-znajority Ma, pen and that is where

most public opinion supports a woman's right to choose.

The trucks aren't going anywhere: The group has plans to roll their campaign out across Canada, though
Gray won't say when.

She-arzues the gruesome photos are necessary to jolt a complacent public inio.a diszussion.
" lot of people in general just don't want to talk or think about abortion," says Gray. "And if we try to
engage them in a discussion in terms of a debate...we found that you just don't reach-the majority of people

in society you need to reach because they are indifferent.”
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Gray has already scored major local media coverage for both the graphic truck images - "they are really .
harsh," one woman told Canadian Press - and the Genocide project. But such press is rare for pro-lifers,
who 20 years after Dr. Henry Morgentaler won his Supreme Court of Canada fight to have abortion
decriminalized are still working tenaciously to spread their pro-life message. They have been invigorated by
a new crop of under-30 supporters like Gray, even if their movement has not sparked incremental changes
like those seen in the U.S. :

Makmg the fight harder, they say, is an almost complete lack of poljtical will to resurrect the issue. It's just
about the only thing pro-lifers and pro-choicers agree ori: unlike the U.S., they don't see a serious debate or.
reform movement anytime soon. : ' : :

It's not for lack of wanting. The Abortion Rights Coalition of Canada (ARCC) estimates 63% of
Conservative MPs are pro-life, though the most vocal are largely mum on the issue these days save for a
failed private member's bill or two. They also estimate there are 21% pro-life Liberals, some part of the
cross-party Parliamentary Pro-Life Caucus with up to 70 members, co-chaired by Liberal MP Paul Steckle
(Huron-Bruce) and Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin).

Pro-choicets point to what little specific language Prime Minister Stephen Harper has used when pressed on
the issue. Despite a policy passed at the Conservative: Party convention not to resurrect the abortion debate,
_Harper, has.seemed to stress "this" government would do nothing on the issue which some interpret as
leaving the door open for movement in case of a Conservative majority. But no one seems to think that is
really going to happen either. :

"I just believe Harper when he says he doesn't want to legislate on abortion,” says Joyce Arthur, ARCC
‘coordinator. "T just think it's not his thing. He's never said whether he's pro-choice or anti-choice (pro-choice
- lingo for pro-life) He's not wiliin gto legxslate against it."

Mary Ellen Douglas, national organizer of the Campaign Life Coalition, says the pro-life movement can't
depend on any party in Canada.

"Stephen Harper made it quite clear before the election he had no intention of opening this issue and he has
stayed with that," she said. "He's not pro-life. We still have people thinking he's pro-life."

The lack of action reflects the prevailing view of Canadians, most who are content to leave a woman's legal
right to an abortion where it is, says Arthur Schafer, director of the Centre for Professional and Applied
EthICS at the University of Manitoba.

"In fact, so overwhelming is the consensus that even the political party known as the Conservative political
party of Canada... probably a great majority whose members, are passionately opposed to abortion and
would love to reintroduce it," he said, "that party won't mention it."

And so if there can't be a big debate, then there will be small ones. -

Pro-choicers are adamant there be no "chipping away” of the current wide-open legal situation. They point
to a 2005 Gallup poll which showed 52% of respondents would like to see Canadian abortion laws "remain
the same” and 20% see them "less strict." Pro-lifers want gestational limits, pointing to-public outrage at
several high-profile Canadian cases of women murdered in their third trimester and an annual LifeCanada-
sponsored Environics poll, which this fall showed while only about 1/3 of the public believes life begins at
conception, 2/3 of the public supports some forn of legal protection for the fetus at some point during a
pregnancy.

"People realize that these are babies, and the mom wants the baby," says
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LifeCanada premdent Joanne Byfield. "It's ridiculous, and again, I think it just points to the disconnect
between what we're told Canadlans beheve by politicians and the media and what the polls show they -
actually believe." L

- Most-doctors in Canada won't perform an abortion past 22 weeks.

Morgentaler's limit is 26 weeks. Pro-lifers will point to abortions done in the later stages of pregnancy --of
the 103,619 abortions done in Canada in 2003, 2.5% were done between 17 and 20 weeks and less than a
per cent were done a.fter 20 weeks - as ev1dence thls situation won't do. :

Pro-chmcers point out this number is mlmscule, with the abortions likely performed because of serious
health probiems in either the unborn chiid or its mother.

Last year Steckle introduced a failed private member's bill to make performing an abortion after 20 weeks
an indictable offence. And Conservative MP Leon Benoit introduced a private member's bill making it a
separate offense to kill or an injure an unborn child, but it sunk at committee. Edmonton-Sherwood Park
MP Ken Epp hopes to have second reading of his reworking of that bill - introduced last month - before
Christmas. And with specific wording (o exclude "conduct relating to the lawful termination of the
pregnancy;: he has much-higher hopes that not only will pro-choicers leave it alone, it will also pass.

- Still, Douglas - a. 37—year veteran who jokes she's "been around almost as long as Henry" - says there is
always hape. : ' '

"We are awery hopeful group of people,” she says. "And we know, maybe. not tomorrow; not'even in my
lifetime, bt we kppw this will turn around.” :

iliustration:
2 photos
1. photo of STEPEHANIE GRAY
Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform
2. file photio
- Stephanie Gray of Canadian Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform says her groups' anti-abortion campaign, using
trucks displaying a graphic image of an aborted fetus, will soon roll out across the country. It started this
August in.Calgary. :
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