Movin’ On

Timothy Rowe, MB BS, FRCSC
Editor-in-Chief

Fresh from our experience with a break-in at the Jour-
nal’s editorial office, we have now had another chal-
lenge: moving the office from a tertiary care general hospital
to a tertiary care women’s hospital. This has involved not
just a change in location, but also a change in working
environment.

Although we had a year in which to plan this move, inevita-
bly we were blind-sided by complications that we did not
foresee. The fact that you have received this issue of the
Journal is in itself a minor miracle; but now we have no
more excuses for being unavailable or slow in responding.
Alert readers will note the changes in the Journal’s mast-
head and especially our contact numbers. We would have
been delighted if we had been assigned 1-800-NEW-JOGC
or similar, but sadly it was not so. Memorable telephone
numbers are the new precious jewels, to be coveted and bar-
tered for, and although we are coveters we are not barterers.
So we have numbers that I must keep looking up; but our
email contacts remain intact, and we welcome electronic
communications more than ever. In fact, the workings of
the Journal are enhanced, we hope, because our offices are
more functional.

Time will tell if this physical relocation is an overall success.
So far, the differences between being located in a women’s
hospital and in a general hospital are limited to a few
observations:

1. The hospital corridors are much more crowded, and 1
have the impression that some meetings are actually
held in corridors rather than meeting rooms. I have
spent a lot of time dodging groups of staff wearing
name-tags and conducting heated discussions, whereas
in our previous location the corridors were always

empty.
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2. Although the new hospital is smaller, I have seen at least
four coffee outlets (for three national brands); the
enormous general hospital had two. To paraphrase
Bette Midler, there seems to be coffee everywhere, but
nothing gets done any faster.

3. The IT services at the general hospital appeared to have
been outsourced, such was the anonymity of any help
we ever received. At our new location, the I'T services
appear to consist of three men (one, or perhaps all,
named Jeff) who promise to do things and, surprisingly,
almost always do.

4. Directions at the women’s hospital have a democratic
flair, in that there is a multitude of hand-drawn and pro-
fessional signs adjacent to every elevator directing visi-
tors to a variety of clinics and units. At the general
hospital, sighage was austere, uniform, and (I thought)
unfriendly. Of course, we don’t know which of these is
more effective for getting people where they need to be.

Our new environment is a visibly younger one, since we are
surrounded both by women of reproductive age and chil-
dren attending the children’s hospital. Although the mood
of the women’s hospital tends to be happy, with 8000 deliv-
eries annually, the presence of some very ill children gives
poignancy to the mood of the children’s hospital. The
frequent clatter of a helicoptet’s arrival or departure also
reminds us that this institution, despite having a narrower
clinical focus than the general hospital, is very much a
tertiary and quaternary referral centre, and that this is a big
country. Providing the best possible care in Canada is
heavily dependent on transport, as illustrated by the article
by Louai Jony and Tom Baskett in this issue. Their review
of reasons for pregnant women to require emergency air
transport showed that almost two-thirds of such women
faced a possible preterm delivery, and they conclude that
better methods of identifying women who are genuinely at
risk for preterm delivery should reduce the need for such
emergency flights. This conclusion should not be taken
lightly; in 1995, an emergency flight to transport a patient in
labour crashed off the British Columbia coast. All on board
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were killed, including a young resident in the UBC program,
Jeffrey Dolph. Their deaths still resonate in the BC
obstetric community.

On another topic, young women seeking termination of
pregnancy were found to be less at risk of having experi-
enced intimate partner violence than their older counter-
parts, according to the study reported by Dominique
Bourassa and Jocelyn Bérubé. However, they found an
alarmingly higher prevalence of violence in women who
were seeking abortion than in women who were continuing
with pregnancy. This article stresses the importance of care-
givers actively seeking out those women who are either at
risk of, or experiencing, intimate pattner violence. A valu-
able resource for this is the Intimate Partner Violence
Assessment Toolkit, available for downloading from the
SOGC website. We must keep this subject in view.

This issue of JOGC also includes the second in the five-part
series of articles by Gregory Davies and William Herbert
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focusing on cardiac disease in pregnancy. The present arti-
cle reviews congenital heart disease in pregnancy, which
accounts for approximately three quarters of the heart dis-
ease seen in pregnancy according to Canadian estimates.
Subsequent articles in this series will review acquired heart
disease, coronary disease and cardiomyopathy, and pros-
thetic valves and arrhythmias in pregnancy; they will pro-
vide more reasons not to discard copies of the Journal,

although they will be available, as always, on our website.

Now that we are settling into our new location, I must thank
our contributors and correspondents for their patience and
good humour during our transition. We hope that all the
setbacks are now behind us and that you will receive stellar
service from our office from this point on. At least we have

no shortage of coffee . ..




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [792.000 936.000]
>> setpagedevice


